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Message Text 


1. HEREWITH FULL TEXT WILLIAM E. FARRELL BY-LINER 
NEW YORK TIMES, MONDAY, APRIL L7 HEADED "ISRAELIS 
REAFFIRM UN RESOLUTION 242 AS BASIS FOR TALKS." 

2. JERUSALEM, APRIL L6--THE ISRAELI CABINET, IN AN 
ATTEMPT TO RESOLVE ONE OF ITS CHIEF SOURCES OF FRICTION 
WITH THE UNITED STATES, ISSUES A STATEMENT TODAY REAF- 
FIRMING THAT UNITED NATIOINS SECURITY COUNCIL RESOLU- 
TION 242 REMAINED THE BASIS FOR NEGOTIATIONS WITH 
NEIGHBORING ARAB COUNTRIES. 

3. BUT A SPOKESMAN INDICATED THAT THIS DID NOT SIGNAL 
A SOFTENING OF GOVERNMENT POLICY, AND THE STATEMENT 
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SEEMED TO OBSCURE THE SITUATION RATHER THAN TO RESOLVE 
THE PROBLEM. 

4. THE STATEMENT, WHICH MENTIONED ISRAEL'S ARAB NEIGH- 
BORS BY NAME, WAS CLEARLY MEANT TO CONVEY WILLINGNESS 
TO NEGOTIATE ON "ALL FRONTS" TO PLAY DOWN THE RECENT 
CONTROVERSY DURING WHICH THERE WERE CHARGES THAT THE 
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BEGIN GOVERNMENT WAS BACKPEDALING ON A LONGSTANDING 

INTERPRETATION OF THE RESOLUTION. IT APPEARED TO HEDGE, 
HOWEVER, ON THE KEY QUESTION REGARDING TERRITORIAL NEGO- 
TIONS ABOUT THE WEST BANK OF THE IORDAN AND IN GAZA. 

5. FOR WEEKS NOW, THE BEGIN GOVERNMENT HAS ASSERTED THAT 
RESOLUTION 242, WHICH HAS SERVED AS THE BASIS FOR ARAB- 
ISRAELI PEACE CONTACTS FOR OVER A DECADE, DID NOT NECES- 
SARILY CALL FOR TERRITORIAL WITHDRAWAL FROM THE WEST BANK 
AND GAZA. 

6. THIS POSTURE HAS WIDENED THE RIFT IN UNITED STATES- 
ISRAELI RELATIONS, SINCE PREVIOUS LABOR PARTY GOVERNMENTS 
CONSTRUED THE RESOLUTION TO MEAN SOME, ALTHOUGH NOT TOTAL, 
TERRITORIAL WITHDRAWAL ON ALL FRONTS CAPTURED BY ISRAEL 
DURING THE 1967 WAR WITH THE ARABS-THE WEST BANK, GAZA, 

THE GOLAN HEIGHTS AND SINAI. 

7. JUDGING BY THE STATEMENT, IT APPEARED THAT THE BEGIN 
ADMINISTRATION'S POSITION ON RESOLUTION 242 WAS NOT 
APPRECIABLY DIFFERENT FROM AN EARLIER INTERPRETATION THAT 
THE CARTER ADMINISTRATION VIEWS AS A SIGNIFICANT RETREAT 
FROM THE UNDERSTANDING HELD BY ISRAELI OFFICIALS IN GOVERN- 
MENTS THAT PRECEDED MR. BEGIN S. 
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8. MR. BEGIN MAINTAINS THAT THE WEST BANK BELONGS TO 
ISRAEL ON HISTORICAL GROUNDS AND ONCE ASSERTED THAT RESOLU- 
TION 242 "DOES NOT NECESSARILY APPLY" TO THE AREA. 

9. UNDER QUESTIONING TODAY, ARYEH NAOR, THE CABINET SECRE- 
TARY, SAID: "THE GOVERNMENT WAS NOT ASKED TO TAKE NEW 
DECISIONS AND DIDN'T TAKE ANY NEW DECISIONS." 

10. THE MOVE BY MR. BEGIN'S LIKUD COALITION GOVERNMENT 
WAS CRITICIZED BY THE LABOR PARTY OPPOSITION BLOC, WHICH 
CALLED IT AN INADEQUATE SUBSTITUTE FOR "A CLEAR AND CRED- 
IBLE POLICY." 

1 1 . THE CABINET STATEMENT CAME AFTER SEVERAL DAYS OF 
SEMANTIC ARGUMENTATION THAT LED TO REPORTS DURING THE 
WEEKEND THAT MR. BEGIN WAS SOFTENING HIS STAND REGARDING 
ISRAELI TERRITORIAL CONCESSIONS ON THE WEST BANK AND GAZA 
AND THAT THERE WAS AN IMPENDING SHIFT IN THE PRIME MINIS- 
TER’S HARD-LINE POSITION. 

12. OVER THE WEEKEND, AIDES OF FOREIGN MINISTER MOSHE 
DAYAN INDICATED PRIVATELY THAT MR. DAYAN WOULD SAY SPECI- 
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FICALLY THAT THE RESOLUTION REFERRED TO ISRAELI 

NEGOTIATIONS WITH JORDAN AND THUS, BY LOGICAL EXTENSION— 
SINCE ISRAEL HAD CAPTURED THE WEST BANK FROM JORDAN -A 
SHIFT IN THE BEGIN ADMINISTRATION'S POLICY WAS IMMINENT. 

13. THIS MAY HAVE BEEN MR. DAYAN'S INTENTION. THERE ARE 
REPORTS HERE THAT IN CONSULTATIONS WITH THE PRIME MINISTER 
THIS POSTURE WAS DILUTED. IN ANY EVENT, BY THE TIME MR. 

DAYAN SPOKE PUBLICLY, HE DID SPECIFICALLY CITE JORDAN AS 
ONE OF THE STATES TO WHICH RESOLUTION 242 APPLIED WITH 
WHICH ISRAEL WAS OBLIGED TO NEGOTIATE. 

14. BUT THE FOREIGN MINISTER ADDED: "WE MUST BE VERY 
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CAREFUL NOT TO LAY DOWN 242 AS A FRAMEWORK FOR DISCUSSION 
VIS-A-VIS JUDEA, SAMARIA AND THE GAZA STRIP.” JUDEA AND 
SAMARIA ARE THE BIBLICAL NAMES FAVORED BY THE BEGIN GOV- 
ERNMENT FOR THE AREA THAT IS NOW KNOWN AS THE WEST (SIC). 

15. SUCH A CONCESSION, MR. DAYAN SAID, WOULD BE TACIT 
ACKNOWLEDGMENT THAT THE TERRITORIES, WHERE I.I MILLION 
PALESTINIAN ARABS RESIDE, WERE AN EMBRYONIC STATE. ISRAEL 
HAS FOR A LONG TIME CATEGORICALLY REJECTED THE IDEA OF THE 
CREATION OF A SEPARATE PALESTINIAN STATE SITUATED BETWEEN 
IT AND JORDAN. 

16. MR. DAYAN BASED HIS RATIOINALE ON AN INTERPRETATION 
OF RESOLUTION 242 THAT HE SAID CALLED FOR A MIDDLE EAST 
SETTLEMENT "BETWEEN STATES AND BETWEEN STATES ONLY." 

17. "IF WE SAY WE ARE DISCUSSING THE FUTURE OF JUDEA, 

SAMARIA AND THE GAZA STRIP ON THE BASIS OF 242, WE ARE 
THEN SAYING THAT WE ARE ENTERING DISCUSSIONS WITH A 
NEIGHBORING STATE," MR. DAYAN TOLD AN ISRAELI TELEVISION 
INTERVIEWER. 

18. MR. NAOR, THE CABINET SECRETARY, TODAY READ TO REPORT 
ERS A STATEMENT THAT HE SAID MR. DAYAN HAD PRESENTED TO 
THE CABINET AND THAT HE SAID HAD BEEN ENDORSED UNANIMOUSLY 
BY ITS MEMBERS. 

19. "SECURITY COUNCIL RESOLUTION 242 WILL SERVE AS THE 
BASIS FOR NEGOTIATIONS BETWEEN ISRAEL AND ALL THE NEIGHBOR 
ING STATES-EGYPT, JORDAN, SYRIA AND LEBANON," THE STATE- 
MENT SAID. 

20. IT WENT ON TO REAFFIRM MR. BEGIN'S PEACE PROPOSAL WHICH 
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INCLUDES A SYSTEM OF SELF-RULE FOR THE WEST BANK AND GAZA 
WHILE ISRAEL WOULD RETAIN A MILITARY PRESENCE FOR SECURITY 
PURPOSES. CHRISTOPHER 
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